
The 2016-2017 school year is fully underway 
and moving quickly. The District offered 
several new programs in each of  our schools 

as we continue to enhance our curricular offerings.

Science teachers began implementing the inquiry-based 
instructional strategies embedded in the Next Generation 
Science Standards in their individual classrooms. The focus 
emphasizes a  more hands-on approach to science instruction.
The middle school is now in the final year of  implementing 
the Connected Mathematics program that supports learning 
math through problem solving and real-world applications. 
Grade 5 students are also attending a daily Wellness class 
that promotes emotional health, as well as academic growth. 
Bernards High School added a new AP course, Computer 
Science Principles. This high-level class introduces students 
to concepts in computer science and challenges them to 
explore how computing and technology can impact our 
world.   All Bedwell students will now  be introduced to a 
world language by attending Spanish class. In addition, our 
on-going partnership with The Teachers College Reading 
and Writing Project provides support for our K-8 literacy 
program. Our teachers, students, and school leaders have 
access to state of  the art tools and methods for teaching 
reading and writing through this university connection.    

Several referendum projects were completed over the summer. 
They included the repaving and creation of  28 additional 
student spaces in the high school parking lot, the renovation 
of  the Bedwell bathrooms, the completion of  the sidewalk 
leading from Seney Drive to the middle school, and the 
renovation of  the former high school library into a community 
life skills area. Here, some of  our special education classes 
will provide students with hands on learning opportunities to 

help them acquire the skills 
necessary to live in today’s 
world.Work is also underway 
on the new Bernards High 
School Media Center and it 
should be completed shortly.

We are proud of  our students 
and staff, and hope you enjoy 
“Happenings,” a quarterly 
newsletter highlighting the 
school community’s special 
events and accomplishments.
 
Frances Wood, Ed.D.
Superintendent of  Schools
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Happenings 

November 2016

November 23 EARLY DISMISSAL
November 24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday
December 7 Professional Day-- 
                     (EARLY DISMISSAL)
December 6 (BMS) Choral Concert
December 8-9 (BMS) Fall Play
December 13 (BMS) Band Concert
December 15 (BHS) Instrumental Concert
December 20 (BHS) Choral Concert
December 23 EARLY DISMISSAL
December 26 - HOLIDAY BREAK
    January 2
January 12

 
Bedwell Winter Concert

UPCOMING EVENTS

Students Helping the Community
Bernards High School requires 10 hours of  community 
service per year, but many of  our BHS students exceed this 
amount. In the spring of  2016 our art classes published an 
adult coloring book, Color for a Cause, sold through Amazon. 
These books are available and for every book bought, the 
students will deliver a book to a cancer treatment center. In 
October, students participated in the Hunger Walk helping 
the Community Soup Kitchen, and collaborating with the 
Bernardsville Fire Department to participate in the annual 
Haunted House Fundraiser. Students are also collaborating 
with St. Bernards Church in their tutoring program for 
students in need of  academic support. Further, students 
are currently preparing to volunteer at the Vanderveer 
House Christmas Event, as well as in our upcoming Tricky 
Tray this month. They will also be spearheading a NJ Cares 
Coat Drive from mid-November to the end of  December.

The Bernards High School Jazz Ensemble is preparing 
to release their 4th Annual Holiday CD “Home for the 
Holidays” to benefit two admirable charity organizations, 
The Children’s Brain Tumor Project and Give Kids the 
World. Home for the Holidays is produced by the talented 
student musicians of  the Bernards High School Jazz 
Ensemble. The holiday CD incorporates selections recorded 
by several BHS musical ensembles, such as the BHS Jazz 
Ensemble, Madrigals and select student groups. With 
vocal and instrumental selections ranging across different 
musical genres, Home for the Holidays is sure to please all 
audiences. Home for the Holidays can be purchased at the 
BHS main office starting on December 6th. CDs will also 
be sold at all BMS, BHS, and Bedminster School concerts 
or can be purchased from any BHS Jazz Ensemble student. 



 Bedwell Elementary School

On September 16, on a beautiful full moon evening, 
the Bedwell H.S.A. hosted a family picnic on the 
playground, followed by the showing of  an outdoor 
movie. Students enjoyed the film, Zootopia. It 
was a wonderful way to kickoff  a new school 
year with a gathering of  friends new and old. 

Family Picnic

On a cool, sunny October 5th, 
the Bedwell School day began 
with students. parents and 
administrators participating 
in the national Walk To 
School Day. Enthusiastic 
participants gathered at the 
Bernardsville Library and 
made their way to school, 
walking together. It was 
the perfect way to begin a 
Wednesday!

On September 21, Mrs. Pike, 
Bedwell's school counselor 
hosted our first Character 
Education Assembly of  
the school year. Mrs. Pike 
along with the teachers, 
introduced the program to 
the students, emphasizing 
our motto, "Use kind words, 
do nice things, include 
others and start your own 
chain reaction." Mrs. Pike followed up with classroom 
visits during Respect Week to discuss the identification 
of  bullying and bullying prevention strategies. 

Character Education

Walk to School Day

Fire Safety

Grade 3 Bedwell Teacher, Ms. Klebaur, 
demonstrates   fire equipment and Captain 
Charles Ferrante spoke of  fire safety for 
the students during Fire Prevention Week. 

Mystery Skype

Mystery Skype is an 
interactive way for students 
to learn geography where 
it is turned into a game 
between two classes across 
the USA (or the world). Two 
classrooms connect over 
Skype, but the students 
don’t know where the 
other one is. They ask each 
other a series of  questions 
to determine which state 
the other class is in. 
Here, Ms. Brooten’s 3rd 
grade class is Skyping a 
class in Iowa, and so far this 
year they have also Skyped 
to Alaska, Oregon, North 
Dakota, Texas, Ohio, and 
Oklahoma.  We hope to 
Skype all 50 states this year!

Bedwell’s Math Club is starting up 
again as a before school program. 
This is a fun series of  activities where 
children explore solving logic puzzles 
and creating designs with tangrams. 
They calculate the fractional pieces 
of  a paper quilt 

they make, they complete Continental Math 
Challenges, and more...all having fun using 
math in a lively and engaging atmosphere.

Math Club



Bernardsville Middle School is committed to the well-being 
of  all students.  Recognizing that this mission includes 
more than academics, the school actively promotes 
students’ social and emotional health in a variety of  ways. 
To help support students’ transition to middle school, all 
5th graders at BMS participate in a daily Wellness class.  
Learning experiences focus on helping students learn 
to resolve conflicts peacefully, manage their emotions 
positively, empathize with others, and make responsible 
choices.  The course also includes a bullying prevention 
unit.  These students wrote and performed their own skits 
to share all they have learned about conflict resolution.  

Wellness

Students today face an 
increasingly complex 
world.  To prepare them 
for the challenges they 
face, BMS is committed 
to help students learn 
to navigate technology 
and print in order 
to conduct research 
effectively.  BMS’ Media 
Specialist supports 
these efforts on a daily 
basis.  One cycle class she teaches is designed to help sixth grade 
students leverage a variety of  media to search for answers to their 
questions, organize notable points effectively, and create products 
to share what they have learned.

Technology

New Jersey public school districts designate the first week in October as the Week of  Respect in order to formally 
recognize the importance of  fostering a positive school climate.  Bernardsville Middle School’s guidance department 
coordinated a variety of  activities for students throughout the week.  The school’s culmination activity, held on 
Friday, October 7, invited all students and staff  to wear white.  This “White Out” day served to demonstrate the 
learning community’s collective commitment to demonstrating good character and “whiting out” hate and intolerance.

“White-Out Day”

Bernardsville Middle School

Sports

The Bernardsville Middle School boys soccer team 
won the Group 3 Middle School Championship. 
It truly was a great year of  soccer for this team, 
only losing one game all year and finishing strong 
with a record of  17-1-0. This was their first 
championship in a long time, and well deserved.



Bernards High School

Assurance of Rights
No student, employee, or other person shall, on the grounds of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or sexual orientation, gender, religion, disability, or socioeconomic status be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the benefit of, or otherwise be subject to discrimination under any Somerset Hills School District program, employment practice, or activity.  The district will strive to identify and address 
all forms of prejudice and discrimination in all district school programs, practices, curricula, instructional materials and assessments. In addition, the school district will provide equitable treatment for pregnant and 
married students, and will prohibit or eliminate all types of harassment. NJAC 6A:7-1.7; Booker v. Plainfield, 461 NJ, 1965; Title VII, Civil Rights Act of 1964; Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973; N.J.S.A. 10:5, Title IX

Awards

Congressman Leonard Lance (R-NJ 7th District) visited 
with our AP United States Government classes on 
October 11. Congressman Lance offered his insights to 
the students about what it is like serving in the House of  
Representatives and how the government works. He gave 
our students a unique look at how the government runs 
and encouraged them all to be involved and active citizens.

The Bernards High School Marching Band has had a very successful 
fall competition season. The band has received numerous awards 
including First Place at the Hunterdon Central Regional High 
School’s Festival of  Bands in Flemington, NJ and First Place in the 
High School Marching Band contest at the New York City Columbus 
Day Parade. The band also received top honors in both the Visual 
and Overall Effect and top honors in the Music, Color Guard and 
Percussion captions. The culmination came on October 15th at MetLife 
Stadium in East Rutherford with being crowned the Yamaha Cup 
Northeast Group IIA Champions. First Place, along with the added 
Music and Overall Effect Awards, capped off  a spectacular season.

The Bernards High School art & literary magazine, 
The Pinnacle, and the Bernards High School 
Yearbook, The Bernardian, won First Place Awards 
from the American Scholastic Press Association.

Pinnacle Staff

Yearbook Staff

Mrs. Spina's students were peer mentored by Ms.Coppola's 
Advanced Art Students and participated in a "Faux-Food/
Still Life Object Art Activity".  All of  the students made both 
edible waffles and model waffles.  They also made faux model 
strawberries, cupcakes, cups of  hot chocolate and pretzels.  They 
concluded the lesson by eating a "real food " lunch with all of  
their newly made friends. Besides making the wonderful food, all 
of  the students benefited from the experience because they built 
friendships and relationships, developed social skills, had positive 
academic outcomes, and developed a more positive outlook on life. 

Government

Peer Mentoring


